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The debate on national identity is often associated with qualifying the defining traits of 

a nation's 'character'. The question of defining the Italian 'character' came sharply to the 

fore in the aftermath of Italy's unification, when the challenges of 'making Italians' 

raised questions about their national characteristics.  

The 2011 ASMI Conference will explore representations and discursive constructions of 

the Italian ‘character’ in the light of the virtues and vices which have historically been 

attributed to or divined within it, from the Jacobin republics to the republic of parties. 

 

Keynote speakers: 

Professor Silvana Patriarca (Fordham University) 

Lorella Zanardo (Il corpo delle donne) 

 

For information and to register visit the website: http://asmi.org.uk/conferences/view/asmi-

conference-2011 


